International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF) and the International Society of Hospitality Consultants (ISHC) Establishes Young Leader Award & Seeks Nominations
BERLIN, Germany: The International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF), in conjunction with the International Society of Hospitality Consultants (ISHC), today announces the inaugural IHIF Young Leader Award which will be presented to one deserving individual at the IHIF conference March 9-11, 2009 in Berlin. 
The Young Leader Award was created to celebrate the excellence of young emerging leaders in the hospitality industry and to reward one outstanding individual with the first-ever title of IHIF Young Leader along with 1,000 euros and an invitation to attend IHIF 2009 as a valued guest.  The IHIF Young Leader must be under 35 years of age, currently working in a hospitality-related field, have completed a significant project for their hotel or organization and recognized by leaders of their own hotel or organization as an emerging leader. Nominations are being accepted until February 1 at the IHIF website, www.berlinconference.com and go to Programme / Awards. 
“We are delighted to launch the IHIF Young Leader Award with the ISHC with the aim of raising awareness to an amazing group of hospitality professionals that are beginning to make their mark on their hotel or organization and the industry itself,” remarks Jonathan Worsley, Chairman of Bench Events., co-organizer of IHIF, “It is more important than ever before to focus on the leadership of the future and the strengths they bring to the market in a time of economic uncertainty.”
Judges determining the recipient of the prestigious award include CEO’s from the hotel industry such as Andrew Cosslett, Chief Executive Officer, InterContinental Hotels Group; Frank Fiskers, President & CEO, Scandic Hotels; Ed Fuller, President  & Managing Director, Marriott International Lodging; Gerald Lawless, Executive Chairman, Jumeirah Group; Chris Nassetta, President & Chief Executive Officer, Hilton Hotels;  Anders Nissen, Chief Executive Officer, Pandox AB; Jean-Gabriel Pérès, President & CEO, Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts;  Ruud Reuland, General Director, Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne; Kurt Ritter, President & Chief Executive Officer, The Rezidor Hotel Group; Roeland Vos, President Europe, Africa & Middle East, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide and Christian G Windfuhr, Chief Executive Officer, Grand City Holland BV

Programme information is available online at www.berlinconference.com, and registration for 2009 is now open. 
IHIF is Europe’s largest gathering of hotel industry leaders, drawing a record crowd of nearly 1,800 in March 2008.  
About Questex Media Group, Inc.
Questex Media Group, Inc is a global, diversified business-to-business media organization serving multiple industries including hotel and hospitality, travel, technology, beauty, spa, among numerous other specialty industries with its well-established, market-leading publications, events, interactive media, research, and other marketing and media related services. The company's combined operations include more than 450 employees in offices throughout North America, South America, Asia and Europe. 

Strategically, Questex places a strong emphasis on serving the hotel and hospitality market and has created the Questex HotelWorld Network, which provides access and opportunity within all facets of the hotel and lodging industry across the globe. Questex's HotelWorld Network includes flagship publication Hotel & Motel Management, delivering hotel news, analysis and operational strategies; Hotel Design, celebrating the design excellence of hotels, resorts, lodges and destination spas; Luxury Hotelier, reaching the exclusive audience of four-and five-star hotel owners and operators; and The Hotel Times, focusing on international hotel investment and real estate. In addition to these leading publications, the Questex HotelWorld Network includes prominent events including the International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF) held in Berlin, which is the leading meeting place for the European hotel investment community; the Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference, which provides an invaluable opportunity to explore the region’s enormous potential and uncover new business opportunities; HotelWorld Expo & Conference part of International Hospitality Week held in Las Vegas, which offers an international experience for hotel industry professionals and the industry's suppliers and manufacturers located throughout the world; and the HOTEC series of three-day forums held across the globe which consist of pre-scheduled appointments with numerous networking opportunities to do business and exchange ideas with the leaders who influence the future of the global hospitality industry and introducing IHIF Asia Pacific, a newly-launched hotel investment conference in the Asia Pacific region.

Bench Events - A Portal for the Hotel Industry 
As organisers of top conferences for the hotel and investment industry, Bench Events is a growing entity which currently hosts hotel investment conferences in Berlin, Dubai and Moscow in partnership with other leading providers. Jonathan Worsley, Chairman of Bench Events is one of the organisers and founders of the International Hotel Investment Forum held each year in Berlin. In 2005, he was responsible for launching the successful Arabian Hotel Investment Conference in Dubai and in 2008, co- hosted the Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference in Moscow.  www.benchevents.com
Worsley sits as an advisor to the World Travel & Tourism Council which represents many of the leading companies operating worldwide in the travel and tourism industry. He is also a shareholder and board director of STR Global which is the new entity for global benchmarking outside North America following the merger of The Bench, Smith Travel Research and Deloitte’s Hotel Benchmark.  
