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Investment Den out to spot new talent
Hospitality chiefs gear up to assess hopefuls who are out to buck the meltdown
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Dubai, March 2009: The region's tourism and hospitality sector must look ahead and identify tomorrow's winners, today, according to the co-organiser of the 2009 Arabian Hotel Investment Conference, Jonathan Worsley. 

He said that as many projects have been sidelined in a swift response to the current market cycle, industry players must be careful to keep an eye on the future. He said that this is a good opportunity to use a mixture of experience, innovation and instinct in identifying, and backing, projects with a real difference.

"We believe that the mood of 2009 provides a wonderful opportunity for investors, developers and operators to take a fresh look at the criteria for competitiveness. Future development is a topic that deserves its own stage and we have designed an Investment Den concept," said Worsley.
The new session is scheduled on the opening day of this year's conference (May 2) and provides a window to the equity capital-raising process. It places developers in need of financing in front of investors looking for the ultimate investment opportunity.
“The Investment Den will give a pre-selected group of developers the opportunity to pitch their projects to our expert panel of judges, made up of legacy industry investment advisors.

“This will allow investors to get the inside track on some of the most innovative and exciting large scale developments from around the world, such as the Caribbean’s most ambitious development to date from Baha Mar Resorts, as well as luxury resort projects in the Mediterranean," he said.
The short-listed projects include: Brisa De Atalia, tipped as a new generation year-round resort in Brasil and Toscan, said to be Europe’s most luxurious resort from Eblana Hotels & Resorts, in Tuscany. Miltos Kambourides, CEO of Dolphin Capital Partners will also be on hand to present co-investment opportunities with his Athens-based group. 

Worsley said that on the flip side, the panel will offer no holds barred inside tips on what they expect from developers in capital raising pitch. 

"I'm looking forward to hosting this new interactive panel. It should give delegates some unique insights into how investment pitches work," said Richard Stockton, Managing Director, Morgan Stanley.
"The panelists will be candid in assessing the opportunities, and equally the developers will get to choose their ideal capital partner. With capital scarce, investors need to bring to the table not only their money but their expertise and insights."

The AHIC Investment Den will be hosted by Stockton, and the panel will include: Frank Croston, Partner, Hamilton Hotel Partners, Hala Matar Choufany, Managing Director, HVS Global Hospitality Services - Dubai, Marwan Shehadeh, CIO of the Al Futtaim Group and Baudilio Ruiz, Chairman, OBM International.

The Arabian Hotel Investment Conference will run from May 2-4, 2009 at Dubai’s Madinat Jumeirah Convention Centre and is jointly organised by Bench Events and MEED. Details can be found on www.arabianconference.com. 

 

- Ends -

Media Enquiries to Strategic Solutions: 

susan@strategicsolutionsonline.com  tel +97150 6556126

sarah@strategicsolutionsonline.com tel +97150 9803810

Platinum sponsors Ministry of Brazil, Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities (SCTA), Sovereign Hospitality Holdings, The Rezidor Hotel Group and Wyndham Worldwide.  

Emerald sponsors Accor Hospitality, The Address Hotels and Resorts, Middle East, ESPA International UK, Hilton Hotels, InterContinental Hotels Group, Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels, Jumeirah Group

 

Gold sponsors Aldar Hotels & Hospitality, Almulla Hospitality, Arabian Travel Market, Corinthia Hotels, Davis Langdon, Deloitte & Touche (M.E.), Fairmont Raffles Hotels International , Golden Tulip MENA, Hamilton Hotel Partners, Hodema, Horwath HTL, HVS, IBAHN, Jebel Ali International Hotels, King Sturge, Langham Hotels International, Layia Hospitality, Molinaro Koger, Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, OBM International, Rotana, Shaza Hotels, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide Inc, Strategic Solutions, Taj Hotel Resorts & Palaces, TRI Hospitality Consulting, Vision Overseas Holdings, WATG.

Best Hotel Staff Accommodation Award Sponsor Gulf Housing Solutions

Media partners ATM, BTN, Destinations of the World News, Hospitality News Magazine, Hospitality-Interiors.com, Hospitality.net.org, Hotelier Middle East, HotelNewsNow.com, Hotel Analyst, Hotelier Middle East, Institutional Investor, Sleeper, The Times Middle East and TTN.

 

International Broadcast Partner CNN

Official Arabic Speaking Broadcaster CNBC

Official Online Media Sponsor – AME Info
Supporters Bang & Olufson, Cornell University School of Hotel Administration, Dubai Convention Bureau, The Emirates Academy of Hospitality Management, IH&RA, International Tourism Partnership (ITP), Villeroy & Boch, WTTC.

Notes to Editors: 

About the organisers:

Bench Events

As organisers of top conferences for the hotel and investment industry, Bench Events is a growing entity which currently hosts hotel investment conferences in Berlin, Dubai and Moscow in partnership with other leading providers. Jonathan Worsley, Chairman of Bench Events is one of the organisers and founders of the International Hotel Investment Forum held each year in Berlin. In 2005, he was responsible for launching the successful Arabian Hotel Investment Conference in Dubai and in 2008, hosted the Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference in Moscow. Worsley sits as an advisor to the World Travel & Tourism Council which represents many of the leading companies operating worldwide in the travel and tourism industry. He is also a shareholder and board director of STR Global which is the new entity for global benchmarking outside North America following the merger of The Bench, Smith Travel Research and Deloitte’s Hotel Benchmark. 

www.benchevents.com
For further information on speakers/sponsors please contact: 

Gillian Powell

Tel: +44 208 297 2053 
Email: gillian.powell@benchevents.com
Jennifer Pettinger

Tel: +971 (0) 442 17129 
Email: jennifer.pettinger@benchevents.com
MEED

MEED is internationally recognised as providing essential business intelligence for anyone doing business in, or with, the Middle East and North Africa. With journalists and contacts across the entire Middle East and North Africa region, MEED provides reliable, up-to-date business news, analysis and data in both print and online. MEED attracts customers from across 78 countries worldwide.

www.meed.com 

www.meedprojects.com  

For further information on marketing/logistics please contact:

Diana Gregory



Dee Booth

Tel: +971 (0) 4 375-7987


Tel: +971 (0) 4 433 5187

Email: diana.gregory@meed-dubai.com     Email: dee.booth@meed-dubai.com 

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]C

STRATEGIC @ SOLUTION:

'Questions Anowered



