International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF) Reports Strong Delegate Attendance and Predictions for Hotel Investment Future!

Berlin, Germany: Over 1,550 senior business decision-makers, including 140 speakers in the hotel and investment community, participated in the three-day 12th annual International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF) which concluded 11 March, 2009. The conference delegates represented those in the hotel investment industry who are serious about the growth and development of their business and seek educational and networking opportunities with industry leaders and peers. 
“Overall I think IHIF 2009 was one of the best conferences yet. The caliber of delegates seemed even higher than normal. Given the current difficult times, it was a credit to IHIF and the team that so many were able to justify the time and expense to attend,” stated Tim Smith, MRICS, HVS. 
The theme of the 2009 IHIF annual conference titled “Searching for Deals” addressed the difficulty in concluding deals in the current economic climate.
Panels during the conference touched on issues such as the banking crisis, the madness of discounting, management fees in a recessionary environment, the state of the global economy and where to find deals in the market.  Predictions on when a recovery will start ranged from later this year to sometime in 2011. 

“Over-inflated housing prices were one of the original drivers of the recession, and it wasn’t limited only to the U.S. This is the worst downturn in the global economy since the second World War,” stated Roger Bootle, Managing Director, Capital Economics. “It is a global banking crisis, which is particularly difficult to recover from. In order to move out of this recession, we need to see an increase in consumer confidence, an increase in borrowing by governments or the private sector and policy makers in continental Europe to follow the same path as their counter-parts in the U.S. and UK who are embracing radical and unconventional measures.”
The year’s conference was also home to the announcement of several important deals and the Hilton Family of Hotels exclusive new lifestyle brand launch, Denizen Hotels. Special awards were given at IHIF to Lyndall De Marco, Executive Director of the International Tourism Partnership, for her leadership in sustainable development; Leslie McGibbon, Senior Vice President of Global Corporate Affairs, InterContinental Hotels Group for winning the inaugural Young Leader Award and also to Isadore Sharp, Founder and Chairman, Four Seasons for his lifetime achievement in the industry.

New for this year, IHIF held an unprecedented panel of top executives which included Chris Nassetta, President and CEO, Hilton Hotels; Frits van Paasschen, President and CEO, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.; Gilles Pélisson, Chairman and CEO, Accor; and Arne Sorenson, Executive Vice President, CFO and President, Marriott International Lodging to set the tone for attendees on the state of the industry in 2009 and how the leaders are coping with the global downturn. 
In the evening, IHIF attendees were treated to a Swedish-themed opening reception hosted by Pandox at Hotel Berlin, Berlin and were treated to a rousing rendition of ABBA tunes and fun. The Hilton Family of Hotels hosted the second evening at the Ewerk building to introduce their newest addition to their family with a stylish, contemporary party. Famed international opera singer Inva Mula-Tchako of the Fifth Element was a guest star and guests were able to experience a first glimpse of the Denizen’s high-tech, smart luxury bedroom concept.
“IHIF 2009 achieved phenomenal success not only in terms of the exceptional quality of attendees and sponsors, but also with the first-class level of educational sessions. The information that was presented by leaders of the industry should truly help attendees gain insight on the latest developments, trends and best practices in the hotel and investment industry,” stated Jon Leibowitz, EVP of Questex Media Group, owners and co-organizers of IHIF. 

“We are in challenging times but challenge is the making of leaders and recessions are the engine of innovation,” said Jonathan Worsley, co-founder of the IHIF. “The industry is alive to the changes in economic conditions and many companies are reviewing their corporate structures to make them leaner and fitter so they can take advantage of what will be some of the best investment opportunities seen in a lifetime.   However the hope of a quick rebound is just moonshine until the finance sector is recapitalised and begins to lend again.” 
Next year’s IHIF in Berlin will be held March 8-10 2010.  
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About Questex Media Group, Inc.

Questex Media Group, Inc is a global, diversified business-to-business media organization serving multiple industries, including hotel and hospitality, travel, technology, beauty, spa and numerous other specialty industries, with its well-established, market-leading publications, events, interactive media, research, and other marketing and media-related services. The company's combined operations include more than 450 employees in offices throughout North America, South America, Asia and Europe. Strategically, Questex places a strong emphasis on serving the hotel and hospitality market and has created the Questex HotelWorld Network, which provides access and opportunity within all facets of the hotel and lodging industry across the globe. Questex's HotelWorld Network includes Hotel & Motel Management magazine, Hotel Design magazine, Luxury Hotelier, The Hotel Times, the International Hotel Investment Forum (IHIF), the Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference, HotelWorld Expo & Conference, the HOTEC series of three-day forums and introducing IHIF Asia Pacific, a newly launched hotel investment conference in the Asia-Pacific region.

About Bench Events - A Portal for the Hotel Industry

As organisers of top conferences for the hotel and investment industry, Bench Events is a growing entity that currently hosts hotel investment conferences in Berlin, Dubai and Moscow in partnership with other leading providers. Jonathan Worsley, chairman of Bench Events is one of the organisers and founders of the International Hotel Investment Forum held each year in Berlin. In 2005, he was responsible for launching the successful Arabian Hotel Investment Conference in Dubai, and in 2008, co-hosted the Russia & CIS Hotel Investment Conference in Moscow. Worsley sits as an advisor to the World Travel & Tourism Council, which represents many of the leading companies operating worldwide in the travel and tourism industry. He is also a shareholder and board director of STR Global, which is the new entity for global benchmarking outside North America following the merger of The Bench, Smith Travel Research and Deloitte’s Hotel Benchmark.  www.benchevents.com
